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BY SHELBY ROGERS AND 
TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Bowling Green police are investigat-
ing hazing allegations made by a for-
mer student involving the WKU swim 
team.
Collin Craig, who was a freshman 
from Meadow Vista, California dur-
ing the fall 2014 semester, alleged that 
members of the swim team forced 
him to drink alcohol, assaulted and 
hazed him multiple times. Craig was a 
member of the swim team.
The complaint was fi led on Jan. 6 
via email. The incidents took place 
off-campus, according to the police 
report.
Ronnie Ward, public information of-
fi cer for the Bowling Green Police De-
partment, said the investigation is in 
its infancy.
"The allegations are that there was 
some abuse from some swim team 
Former 
swimmer 
fi les hazing 
allegation












The university experienced revenue growth 
this year, which university offi cials hope will sta-
bilize the budget. 
Ann Mead, senior vice president for Finance 
and Administration, said the budget experienced 
a 3.6 percent growth over the previous year and 
a 3.5 percent increase over the past six months. 
Mead said the Offi ce of the State Budget Direc-
tor released data that indicated strong income 
growth for WKU in November, but a slight de-
cline in December.
She said the university fi nished the past six 
months of the fi scal year strong in terms of the 
budget projection. 
“That's good news that makes me feel much 
more comfortable that we won't be hit with a 




President Barack Obama outlined 
many proposals during his State of the 
Union address on Jan. 20, but one of 
the most prominent was the idea to 
make the fi rst two years of community 
college free.
“America thrived in the 20th century 
because we made high school free,” he 
said. 
Obama said other countries have 
caught on, and America needs to take 
more steps to reward knowledge in or-
der to fl ourish in a modern economy. 
The proposal, called America's Col-
lege Promise, would waive tuition for 
the fi rst two years of community col-
lege, provided that students main-
tain a 2.5 grade point average, attend 
school at least half-time and "make 
steady progress toward completing 
their program" according to white-
house.gov.
By the end of the decade, two-thirds 
Free community 
college proposal 
could aff ect WKU
SEE SWIMMER PAGE A2
SEE COLLEGE PAGE A2







*Numbers represent millions 
General FUND APPROPRIATION 
(OVERALL REVENUES)
Source Documents courtesy of the division of Finance and Administration
BY SHANTEL-ANN PETTWAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Atop the hill, Thompson Complex 
North Wing lies in ruins after demoli-
tion over winter break. 
Bryan Russell, chief facilities offi cer, 
said the North Wing will be complete-
ly demolished by the end of January 
and has been a part of a ‘master plan’ 
of construction since 2005. 
The university’s vision is to rebuild 
the Mathematics and Science colleg-
es on campus. 
“We are optimistic about the mod-
ern learning the new labs and class-
rooms will promote,” said Cheryl 
Stevens, dean of the Ogden College of 
Science and Engineering. “The build-
ing was planned to be torn down for 
10 years, so we are just excited at the 
thought of a new facility.”
The process became tangible when 
the Engineering and Biological Sci-
ences building debuted in 2004, fol-
lowed by Snell Hall in 2009 and the 
Science and Technology Hall in 2010, 
which is now known as College High 
Hall.
The North Wing of Thompson Com-
plex is the fi nal project in this ongo-
ing ‘master plan.’ Construction on the 
new building will begin in the later 
part of 2015. 
Before construction begins, a pro-
cess called programming has to oc-
cur. Programming is the design pro-
cess in which the deans of Ogden 
College are asked how many labs and 
classes will be needed. 
Over the last decade, estimated 
class and lab sizes may have changed, 
along with the technology needed to 
properly teach students, but the proj-
ect is on schedule, Russell said. 
Not only is the project on schedule, 
but the $48 million state-funded proj-
ect is under budget. 
The money will also be spent on 
renovating Thompson Complex Cen-
tral Wing.  
The new building replacing Thomp-
son Complex North Wing is set to be 
completed in June 2017.
Students taking classes will be 
moved into the new building as the 
renovations Central Wing of the 
Thompson Complex are being done.
Russell said the overall renovation 
will be complete in January 2018. 
Abatement of hazardous materials, 
steel and salvageable items were also 
a part of the $48 million project.
“Thompson Complex has been 
there since the '60s, though it had 
proper upkeep, asbestos creeps into 
the fl oor tiles, roofs and wiring,” said 
Russell. “So we had to rid that hazard-
ous waste from the premise properly.”
The Planning, Design and Con-
struction department worked closely 
with the university and community 
in recycling and breaking down of the 
North Wing of Thompson Complex. 
The Environmental Health and 
Safety department helped with recy-
cling the asbestos and old lab materi-
SEE BUDGET PAGE A2
Thompson Complex renovations 
underway with demo
SEE THOMPSON  PAGE A2
ABOVE: Thompson Complex North Wing demolition continues as Complete Demolition Services continues to clean up the rubble. 
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Board of Regents approve new Confucius Institute building
BY JESSICA VOORHEES
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Board of Regents dis-
cussed the design and con-
struction of a new Confu-
cius Institute building Friday 
morning during its fi rst meet-
ing of 2015. 
The building will be located 
on Normal Drive adjacent to 
the Honors College and Inter-
national Building. 
President Gary Ransdell said 
the university received an 
award of $1.5 million from the 
Chinese Education Ministry 
and the university will provide 
an additional $800,000 from 
private funds to fi nance the 
project. 
WKU submitted a document 
concerning the programs in-
volved with the Confucius 
Institute to the Hanban, the 
Confucius Institute Head-
quarters in China, which se-
lected WKU to receive fund-
ing.
The Hanban selected 10 uni-
versities worldwide, but only 
two in the U.S. 
Faculty Regent Barbara 
Burch opposed the construc-
tion of the new building.
“I think it’s very important 
we understand how we need it 
and how it’s going to be used,” 
Burch said. “I thought use dic-
tated design. I’m struggling 
with what’s going to make it 
uniquely needed.”
Ransdell said the building 
will provide classroom, gallery 
and resource space for Chi-
nese teachers and students to 
utilize. 
He said the Chinese Learn-
ing Center will remain in Helm 
Library, but the offi ces for the 
Confucius Institute will move 
to the new building to allow 
for multipurpose space. 
Ransdell said the building 
will be about 7,000 square feet. 
“It’s a modest project but one 
I believe is important sym-
bolically and pragmatically 
in building our Chinese rela-
tions,” he said. 
Except for Burch’s opposi-
tion and John Ridley’s ab-
stention, the rest of the Board 
approved the motion to con-
struct the building. 
The Board also approved 
sabbatical leave for 14 faculty 
members and emeritus status 
to four others, and approved 
new degrees, such as a Master 
of Fine Arts in Creative Writ-
ing.
The Board unanimously ap-
proved a Master of Fine Arts 
degree type and a MFA in Cre-
ative Writing program. 
Rob Hale, head of the de-
partment of English, said he 
was excited about the MFA 
program, which will be imple-
mented this fall. 
The program will prepare 
students to become profi cient 
writers of novels, short fi ction, 
creative nonfi ction, poetry 
and scripts. 
“One of the niches we’re go-
ing for is script writing to get 
some cooperation with the 
fi lm program,” Hale said. 
The Board approved addi-
tional academic programs, 
such as a master’s in Gifted 
Education and Talent Devel-
opment, a Bachelor of Science 
in Special Education: Learn-
ing and Behavioral Disorders 
and Elementary Education, 
and a minor in Psychological 
Science. 
The Board will convene for 
its second quarterly meeting 
on April 24.
members from WKU to this person, 
and we really don’t know what the 
truth is right at this point in time," he 
said.
Ward said a detective is assigned 
to the case, and no arrests have been 
made.
Bob Skipper, director of Media Re-
lations, said once the BGPD investi-
gation is complete, the case will be 
turned over to the appropriate univer-
sity offi cials.
According to the WKU Student Code 
of Conduct, hazing is defi ned as "any 
action, physical abuse or creation 
of a situation which recklessly or in-
tentionally endangers the mental or 
physical health of a participant by any 
person."
Forced consumption of liquor is ex-
plicitly stated as a form of hazing in the 
policy.  
Craig was 18 at the time of the alleged 
hazing, well below the legal drinking 
age. 
Skipper said WKU takes hazing alle-
gations very seriously.
"It’s not something we want to have 
on our campus, so we want to get to 
the bottom of the situation, fi nd out 
exactly what the facts are and take ap-
propriate action from there," he said.
Skipper said there have been a few 
isolated incidents in the past, but 
nothing on this scale.
Multiple calls to Craig’s California 
home were not returned. 
SWIMMER
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of all job openings will require some 
college education, but many Ameri-
cans can’t go to college because of 
steep prices, according to Obama.
“It’s not fair to them, and it’s sure not 
smart for our future,” he said.
Obama indirectly cited the Tennes-
see Promise, a program that gives high 
school graduates free tuition at the 
state's two-year community colleges 
or technical schools. Starting with the 
class of 2015, the Tennessee Promise 
would serve as an example for making 
free community college nationwide.
Brian Meredith, chief enrollment and 
graduation offi cer, said he doesn’t ex-
pect much change in enrollment if the 
proposal were to pass due WKU’s own 
assistance. 
The Joint Admissions program allows 
students to enroll in a specifi c commu-
nity college and WKU simultaneously. 
“Actually, I think in the long term, it 
will be a good thing for everybody,” 
Meredith said. 
Students participating in the Joint 
Admissions program can transfer 
to WKU once they have completed 
their degree at the community col-
lege. Students are eligible for transfer 
scholarships and receive academic 
advising. 
WKU has a Joint Admissions agree-
ment with nine community colleges: 
seven that are part of the Kentucky 
Community and Technical College 
System, one in Gallatin, Tennessee and 
one in Evansville.
There were 513 students who trans-
ferred from a KCTCS school enrolled at 
WKU last fall semester according to an 
enrollment report.
President Gary Ransdell was cautious 
to offer an explicit opinion due to the 
proposal being relatively new, but said 
there was a possibility that the propos-
al could impact WKU.
“It could change the demographics 
of our student population in ways that 
could be pretty harmful to a lot of pub-
lic institutions,” he said.
Ransdell said he wasn’t optimistic 
that the proposal would pass Con-
gress, citing cost concerns.
“It’s awfully expensive,” he said. 
“Somebody’s got to pay for it.”
If passed, the federal government 
would pay for 75 percent of the cost
while states participating in the pro-
gram will pay for the other 25 per-
cent. White House offi cials estimate 
it would serve nine million people 
and cost nearly $60 billion over 10
years. 
Ransdell added Kentucky, and the 
nation’s economy as a whole will be 
driven by baccalaureate and graduate 
degrees in “relevant” disciplines.
“I, for one, am a bit dubious that that 
concept (free community college) has 
merit, especially if it comes at the ex-
pense of baccalaureate and graduate 
degrees,” he said. 
COLLEGE
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to deal with given the timing and your 
limited choices for how to make cuts.”
The revenue will be monitored each 
month as the state budget offi ce sends 
out new numbers, Mead said.
President Gary Ransdell said at the 
Board of Regents meeting on Friday 
that he felt pleased with the current 
state budget.
"I hope we don’t get word of a budget 
cut," Ransdell said. "It would be a se-
rious matter for us to deal with a state 
budget cut going in to the second year 
of the biennium."
Mead said one of the most important 
sources of funds for university opera-
tions are state appropriations.
WKU received $72.65 million for 
2014-15, a $224,200 increase from last 
year, according to fi scal reports.
“We feel reasonably comfortable 
that it is stable for the current fi scal 
year, and as the president indicated, 
there is no increase next year,” Mead 
said. 
She said the second most important 
source of funds is tuition, which she 
will assess with revenue at the end of 
March when she will construct the fi s-
cal year 2016 operating budget. 
Tuition increased about 5 percent 
last year, and it will increase about 
3 percent next year. The increases 
served to balance the nearly $2 mil-
lion lost after the state’s last legislative 
session.
 Mead said the largest source of tu-
ition revenue comes from undergrad-
uate in-state students. 
The university implemented a 1 per-
cent faculty and staff salary raise this 
year, but Mead said it’s too early to tell 
whether the budget will permit anoth-
er increase next year.
“The president continues to be con-
cerned about our inability to have a 
reasonable compensation increase,” 
Mead said. “We'll assess how much 
revenue a 3 percent tuition increase 
will generate and we'll see what out 
fi xed cost increases are, and then talk 
about what we can do in terms of com-
pensation.” 
Mead said Gordon Emslie, provost 
and vice president for Academic Af-
fairs, is working toward a faculty mar-
ket increase, in which he would align 
faculty salaries more closely with other 
universities that serve as benchmark 
institutions. 
“I believe he's been pretty upfront 
with faculty that it's a high priority for 
him,” Mead said.
Emslie was approached for this story, 
but declined to comment.
BUDGET
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-als, ranging from monkey bones, ex-
plosives and old refrigerators.
Outside of the the university, the 
Bowling Green Police Department and 
Fire Department used the facilities for 
training. BGPD and BGFD participat-
ed in kicking down doors. 
For Ben Johnson, assistant director of 
Planning, Design and Construction, it’s 
been a long time coming for the comple-
tion of the Ogden College of Science and 
Engineering, but the wait is worth it.
“Science has changed a lot over the
last decade and this new building will 
help the delivery of professors to teach 
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Research administrator ‘phased out’
BY JESSICA VOORHEES
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU eliminated the posi-
tion of vice president for Re-
search held by Gordon Baylis, 
but the Offi ce of Research will 
operate as usual this semester 
despite the cut. 
The responsibilities of the 
position will be distributed to 
various administrators. 
Gordon Emslie, provost and 
vice president for Academic 
Affairs, split the responsibili-
ties in the interim with Ann 
Mead, senior vice president 
for Finance and Administra-
tion. 
“I wish to stress that other 
than the above changes at 
the Vice-President level, the 
Offi ce of Research is, for the 
most part, in a ‘business as 
usual’ mode,” Emslie said in 
an email to faculty.
Cheryl Stevens, dean of Og-
den College, serves as interim 
president of the WKU Re-
search Foundation. 
A committee consisting of 
individuals from the exist-
ing Research Council and the 
Offi ce of Research formed to 
make recommendations by 
mid-spring for a new admin-
istrative structure for the re-
search operation. 
The University Senate also 
formed a committee to study 
the research enterprise at 
WKU and to work with the Re-
search Council group in mak-
ing structural decisions for the 
program. 
The university removed the 
position in response to budget 
cuts. 
Baylis’ salary was $207,096 
for this fi scal year. Kim Reed, 
budget director, said about 
$59,000 is being used to bal-
ance the current fi scal bud-
get, while the remaining bulk 
has been given to the Offi ce of 
the Provost to help create a re-
search leadership position yet 
to be named. 
This isn't WKU's fi rst admin-
istrative cut in order to buoy 
the budget. Last spring, Presi-
dent Gary Ransdell restruc-
tured three positions within 
the administrative council to 
absorb the responsibilities 
of Vice President of Campus 
Services and Facilities John 
Osborne, who retired in May 
2014.
Ransdell said he wanted Ac-
ademic Affairs to have more 
presence in research.
“We need further engage-
ment of the academic com-
munity in our research dy-
namic, so I want the academic 
community to not only be 
fully engaged, but also to be 
more accountable in involving 
faculty in research activity,” he 
said.
Baylis notifi ed faculty of the 
changes via email, thanking 
his colleagues and mention-
ing his return to the university 
as a professor. 
“This is unfortunate, but 
I would like to think that 
this will not compromise 
the progress that everyone 
has made: a spirit of creativ-
ity and entrepreneurialism is 
fi rmly established at WKU,” 
he said.
WKU remains engaged in seven lawsuits
JESSICA VOORHEES
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The university is involved in 
seven lawsuits—the oldest of 
which has yet to be solved.  
The U.S. District Court 
granted WKU’s motion for 
summary judgment in the 
case of Cheryl Lewis-Smith, a 
former African American em-
ployee who fi led a civil suit 
in 2012 alleging she was fi red 
due to her race and age.
The court dismissed the 
case. The plaintiff has yet to 
fi le an appeal.
In a 2011 discrimination 
case, Marilyn Gardner said 
she was discriminated on the 
basis of disability and retalia-
tion. 
Deborah Wilkins, general 
counsel, said she anticipates 
the ruling for summary judg-
ment will take longer than ex-
pected as the Court assigned 
a new judge to the case in late 
December. 
WKU moved the most re-
cently fi led suit of Jason Gati 
from the Hardin District Court 
to the U.S. District Court for 
the Western District of Ken-
tucky, Louisville Division.
Gati, a former student, fi led a 
civil suit in 2014 alleging WKU 
violated the Civil Right’s Act. 
He alleged that WKU’s refusal 
to offer required courses in his 
hometown violated the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act. 
WKU fi led a motion on 
its oldest case in April 2014. 
Elizabeth Esters fi led a suit in 
2009 against WKU alleging the 
university breached an em-
ployment contract following 
voluntary retirement.
The Kentucky Supreme 
Court won’t take action on the 
motion until late this spring. 
The Kentucky Court of Ap-
peals dismissed the case of 
Raymond Elms v. WKU on 
Nov. 26. 
Elms fi led a suit in 2010 al-
leging discrimination based 
on age following his termina-
tion from the university.
He fi led a motion requesting 
the Kentucky Supreme Court 
review the opinion, and it will 
take six to nine months before 
a decision to review is made, 
Wilkins said. 
Terry Reagan also fi led suit 
against WKU alleging his em-
ployment was terminated 
based on age.
The matter remains pending 
before court and discovery is 
in process. 
Two WKU employees are 
named in the case of Whit-
ney Beckner v. Miss Kentucky 
State Pageant Org., et.al.
WKU is defending on behalf 
of the employees. No trial date 
has been set.
SGA outlines plans for this spring semester
BY ANNA LAWSON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Before the spring semester started, 
the Student Government Association 
already had plans to look into as many 
controversial and opinionated topics 
as it did last semester. 
There are some resolutions that will 
be brought back as well as some new 
ones—both have the potential to affect 
every student on the Hill. 
SGA President Nicki Taylor said she’s 
very proud of what the group accom-
plished last semester and looks for-
ward to what this semester holds. 
“I know there are some ideas that I 
have individually, and there are stu-
dents inside and outside SGA who will 
also have ideas,” she said. 
Taylor said she and the SGA senators 
tried their best to listen to what the stu-
dents wanted. 
“We were very responsive to student 
issues on campus,” she said. “We have 
tackled things like the smoking pol-
icy and moving the Gatton students 
hands-on, and responded to what was 
going on on-campus.” 
This semester WKU can expect to see 
the smoking policy debate come up 
again. The push to make WKU’s cam-
pus completely smoke free was vetoed. 
“The smoking issue probed to be the 
most taxing on all sides,” Taylor said. “It 
is something that will effect every stu-
dent and visitors and faculty as well.” 
Seth Church, the SGA chief of staff, 
said opinions on smoking policies are 
very divided on campus, as well as in 
SGA.
The topic will be brought up again, 
but instead of a complete smoking 
ban, the new resolution will allow for 
limited tobacco use on campus. This 
means clearly defi ned smoking areas 
would be created, and the number of 
those areas would decrease over time. 
Another controversial topic was the 
alcohol policy. Last semester, the Stu-
dent Senate passed a resolution saying 
that the student body supports the sale 
of alcohol, in certain quantities, to of-
age students. 
Jay Todd Richey, speaker of the Stu-
dent Senate, said there was some con-
fusion around campus as to what this 
would look like.
“A lot of people thought that the alco-
hol policy would make it a wet campus, 
but that is not what it does,” Richey 
said. “Students wouldn't be able to go 
to POD and buy alcohol.”
Taylor has held a few informal meet-
ings with President Gary Ransdell, but 
SGA has not offi cially presented the 
resolution to the administration. No 
date is set for any offi cial presentation. 
Taylor said there are endless possibil-
ities for what the policy could look like. 
“At this point, it is too early to say 
what it would change,” Taylor said. 
“We’re just looking at the general idea 
of it being somewhere.”
SGA will also be looking at a few is-
sues dealing with culture and the in-
clusion of every student on the Hill.
This past semester, SGA created a 
new committee called the Cultural and 
Diversity Affairs committee. It is made 
up of students who work to make WKU 
a more diverse campus. CDAC mostly 
hears issues dealing with minorities on 
campus. 
Nolan Miles, SGA executive vice 
president, said this semester, SGA will 
introduce a resolution to make this 
committee an offi cial SGA committee. 
SGA is also looking to include more 
students within its government. Cur-
rently, only full-time students can hold 
senate seats in SGA. This semester, 
they will discuss opening senate seats 
to part-time students to represent 
nontraditional students. 
“I don’t think there is any reason 
someone who wants to hold a posi-
tion shouldn't be able to,” Taylor said. 
“Part-time students pay tuition just 
like everyone else.”
This spring, the Confucius Institute is
going to be expanding. A new building
will be opening, adjacent the Honors
College and International Center. SGA
would like to introduce a resolution
which would allow for students to also
have use of the center. 
The primary purpose of the building
will be for offi ces and classrooms for
training professors within the Confu-
cius Institute.
“It isn't that students wouldn't be al-
lowed inside the building,” Taylor said.
“I want them to be encouraged to use
the space.”
SGA is also looking into a resolution
about gender-neutral housing. Accord-
ing to Church, this has been discussed
for a while. Currently, transgender stu-
dents or non-confi rming students can
go to Housing and Residence Life and
get a room to themselves. This reso-
lution would make it easier, allowing
the process to be completed through
TopNet. 
“When students go to register for
housing there would be a question on
how each student self identifi es them-
selves and if they would be okay living
with a transgender student,” Church
said. “It’s a good step for inclusiveness
on campus.”
SGA’s fi rst meeting of the semester
will be held Tuesday at 5 p.m.
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Have an opinion? Tweet us 
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook 
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know 
your thoughts about the editorial, or 
write us with what is on your mind.
EDITORIAL
THE ISSUE: With a seemingly unending 
amount of issues that plague the student 
body (parking, tuition hikes and constant 
construction among the top complaints), 
a surprising amount of students remain 
inactive when it comes to demanding a 
change.
OUR STANCE: Students should recog-
nize the strength in the voice of the small 
collective and work together to make 
change.
Last semester, a campus-wide up-roar raged when it became ap-parent that parking would, once 
again, be an unnecessary yet consis-
tent problem in the WKU experience. 
Accurately dubbed the “worst opening 
in memory,” Parking and Transporta-
tion Services swiftly responded with a 
free upgrade to Alumni Square Garage 
parking after angry tweets, calls and 
emails fl ooded their offi ce. The inci-
dent is one of few to provoke such a 
reaction from the student community. 
In recent years, voices with contrary 
opinions to administrative decisions 
remained relatively quiet.
While it’s not surprising that good 
parking is a cause students consider 
worth fi ghting for, it’s curious that a 4.8 
percent tuition hike in one year (and 
how much in ten years) didn’t elicit the 
same response or really any response 
at all.  Even President Ransdell’s slight-
ly ludicrous salary is only apathetically 
received.
With 55.73 percent of students fail-
ing to complete their degree and 
graduate, it could be argued that WKU 
can’t fi nd an outfi t that makes it look 
sexy enough to keep the numbers up. 
Based on lack of participation in the 
last Student Government Association 
elections, it seems that students have 
decided to give up rather than chal-
lenge issues that affect them.
It’s not as if the student (and even 
faculty) community haven’t banded 
together before to make a stand. Gath-
ering together and holding signs, the 
advocates for better campus accessi-
bility  protested outside Ransdell’s of-
fi ce in Spring 2008. Three years later in 
Fall 2011, a small group of “plank sup-
porters” were responsible for the lift 
on the trend of planking on campus. 
In Spring 2012, many students voiced 
concerns when it appeared as if the 
university was monitoring student 
social media, as well as a controversy 
that unfolded concerning a plethora of 
condoms being placed at a Hilltoppers 
for Life demonstration.
However, the last few years have 
been full of enraged electronic voices 
instead of tactful community action. 
While social media receives enough 
attention to change minor issues on 
campus, it’s important for students to 
use their actual voice as a community 
seeking constructive change.
It doesn’t take much for a small group 
to get attention. Tuition and fees make 
up 48.8 percent of the university bud-
get. All $191.2 million comes from us, 
the students. 
Say for instance freshman Jane Doe, 
average student, started classes in the fall. 
At $4,570 per semester and a full 12 
hour schedule, Jane will end up pay-
ing roughly $9,140 per school year. 
Assuming Jane attends WKU over the 
course of a full four year term, she will 
pay a total of $36,560 in tuition and 
fees upon graduation.
Should Jane and only 40 others decide 
to leave the university because of any 
reason, the loss incurred would be more 
than million dollar blow to the budget.
To put it into perspective, it would 
only take one fl oor of students from 
nearly any residence hall on campus 
to wipe out the entire $1.4 million 
budget of WKU’s Doctor of Physical 
Therapy program.
With the lack of participation in the 
more political side of the commu-
nity, the Herald fears that students 
have lost faith in how much their vo-
cal and fi nancial contributions mat-
ter. Students should be aware that 
their voice is a tool, and that tool is 
a checkbook.
Administration remains unchallenged 
only by voiceless students
TWEETS FROM 
THE HILL
@brianheep: Last semester as an 
undergrad here at WKU tomorrow. 
Couldn't be more happy. Let's have 
a great semester. TOPS — 3:12 PM - 
25 Jan 2015 
@kirbmonsta: @WKU WHAT IS THE 
POINT OF TEXTBOOK RESERVATION 
IF YOU NEVER HAVE MY BOOKS
WHEN I COME TO PICK THEM UP??? 
WHAT DOES RESERVED EVEN MEAN
TO YOU— 2:31 PM - 25 Jan 2015 
@SingleRedRose: Everytime I come 
to White Castle I have to get Big Red 
to drink in honor of my alma mater 
#WKU #GoTops — 2:28 PM - 25 Jan 
2015 
@HeatherLeisho21: Plot twist: Bob 
Skipper sends out an email stating 
the Spring semester has been post-
poned until next Monday. #wku
#justonemoreweek — 7:40 PM - 25 
Jan 2015 
@AMC621: All my wku friends are 
starting school tomorrow and I'm 
over here watching Netfl ix get-
ting to sleep in. #YoureWelcome
#yourenot1D #graduate — 7:53 PM 
- 25 Jan 2015 
@wkumemes: Xmas music still ring-
ing from the bells on the Hill.  Status 
offi  cially moved from "#WKU sure is 
festive" to "WKU sure is lazy." — 6:07 
PM - 25 Jan 2015 
@tony32295: I just used @ToriWig's 
pink duff el bag on my back to high
fi ve Gary Ransdell after a Topper 
Basketball win. Life is good. #WKU
#TOPS — 8:49 PM - 22 Jan 2015 
@Sabrina_Rayne: All moved back 
in to WKU. I can not believe classes 
are tomorrow... I am not ready —
6:07 PM - 25 Jan 2015 




is an enthralling por-
trait of the most lethal 
sniper in U.S. history. 
The movie shows the 
toll warfare has on the 
individual both on the 
battlefi eld and back 
at home. Unfortu-
nately, director Clint 
Eastwood dampens 
the fi lm’s effectiveness 
with its overt glorifi ca-
tion of the protagonist.
Bradley Cooper, starring as Chris 
Kyle, the venerated sniper, is at the 
center of this movie. His performance 
is astonishing. As a duty-driven but 
confl icted soldier, Cooper shows many 
sides of this pseudo-legend. The kill-
ings Kyle commits haunt him and he 
feels personally responsible for the 
safety of every American soldier. Post- 
traumatic stress disorder takes an aw-
ful toll on him and his family as well.
The viewer gets a strong sense of 
his anguish when the fi lm shows him 
hearing the din of battle in an empty 
room and how unresponsive he is to 
his family’s needs. Though slightly glo-
rifi ed, this character is shown to have 
more depth than it seems at fi rst. 
Kyle, as he’s presented in “Ameri-
can Sniper,” is Eastwood’s ideal patri-
ot. In the fi lm, he’s a man whose sole 
motivation is his country’s interests. 
Kyle never questions why he has to 
kill in the fi rst place despite the toll 
the killings take on his psyche. By 
portraying Kyle as a role model, East-
wood glorifi es such blind obedience. 
In one scene, Kyle’s fi resquad raids 
the house of an innocent family. The 
fi lm makes Kyle look heroic while in-
vading the home and threatening its 
residents. In this movie, Eastwood 
seems to be saying that an American 
soldier doing his duty shouldn’t be 
held accountable for war crimes. 
“American Sniper” can seem like a 
recruitment tool at points but also il-
lustrates how awful war is. The movie’s 
Iraqi cityscapes are appropriately hell-
ish, its battles chaotic and its violence 
impactful. There’s a pervading and ac-
curate sense that anyone could die at 
any time. 
Almost every moment of “Ameri-
can Sniper” set in Iraq is a tense and 
horrifying representation of the war. 
Though it clashes with the fi lm’s overall 
jingoistic message, several amazingly 
well-done portions grab your attention 
and don’t let go.
“American Sniper” displays an un-
healthy amount of nationalism, but 
tells its story with remarkable skill. 
Though it sometimes smells like pro-
paganda, this movie is a solid exami-




Opinion 270.745.4874 || opinion@wkuherald.com
The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of 
public interest. Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 words. Commentaries should be about 500 
words and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and commentaries MUST include your name, phone 
number, home town and classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and 
clarity. The Herald does NOT print libelous submissions.
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Watch out for 
what to watch.
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ACROSS
1 Jab
5 Ran, as dye
9 Cola choice











25 “__ the picture”
27 Bankrupt Best 
Buy competitor
33 Approves
36 Small Chevy 
model
37 Deserve
38 Copy in fun
40 “__ That Tune”: 
classic game show
41 Mild oaths
43 Full-grown fi lly
44 Without a break
46 Sign that might 
bode ill
47 Heavy amount, 
as of homework





Woman’s Search for 
Everything Across 





55 Stand watch for, 
say
57 Lira replacement
61 Is in fi rst place
65 Groundbreaking 
1956 sci-fi  fi lm ... 
or where you might 
fi nd the ends of 17-, 
27- and 49-Across?
68 Caesar or Brutus
69 Dedicated poems









3 New Zealand bird
4 One of two 
directing brothers
5 Prohibit
6 Hauls with effort
SUDOKU
7 The “E” in 
HOMES
8 Comic Carvey
9 Adobe document 
suffi x
10 Bone-chilling
11 Spaghetti sauce 
ingredient
12 Lose one’s 
footing
13 Believers: Suff.
18 Felipe of 
baseball
19 “True __”: 
Wayne fi lm




28 The fi rst Mrs. 
Trump
29 “Isn’t my face 
familiar?”
30 Futurist’s deck
31 Calf muscle 
malady
32 Entomb
34 Big name in 
Russian ballet
35 Drama division
39 “Please tell me”
42 Stocking tear
45 Bear’s home




55 Jackson 5 
hairstyle
56 __ tube: TV
58 Japanese noodle
59 Make over
60 Snake eyes pair
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ABOVE: President Obama departs from the White House in Marine One bound for 
Andrews Air Force Base before heading to Idaho on Wednesday, Jan. 21. 
LEFT: Thing 1, a Dr. Seuss character, dances around the East Room of the White 
House as students wait for fi rst lady Michelle Obama to read to them, on Wednes-
day, Jan. 21
Over the last three days of my winter break I was able 
to photograph events surrounding major issues current-
ly aff ecting the country. I covered a protest on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day against police violence, two press 
conferences about the Keystone Pipeline and taxation, 
a hearing on net neutrality and the State of the Union. I 
witnessed history everywhere I went. 
Last year, I watched the State of the Union adressed while 
running a 5K in the Preston Center. This year I got to experi-
ence it up close through a 300mm lens. Through the kind-
ness of Doug Mills, photojournalist at The New York Times, 
who suggested I come hang out with him on Capitol Hill, I 
was able to shadow him and Jabin Botsford (my boyfriend, 
a recent WKU photojournalism graduate and photojournal-
ist intern at The New York Times) during the State of the 
Union. 
What I learned is that everything dealing with politics 
is a well-orchestrated sequence of events. What you are 
looking for are the moments where the curtain comes 
up — the accidental, in-between moments where you 
catch politicians off  guard. You have to look for new 
angles and perspectives on situations, and you must 
know your politics. Go to wkuherald.com for the full 
column.  
Hill
Light refl ects off  the gallery banister as President Barack Obama delivers his State of the Union address to a joint session of the U.S. Congress in Washington, D.C. on 
Tuesday, Jan. 20. 
LEFT: First Lady Michelle 
Obama reads to local 
students as part of her 
"Let's Move, Let's Read!" 
initiative, Wednesday, Jan. 
21, in the East Room of the 
White House. Dr. Seuss’ 
"Oh, The Things You Can 
Do That Are Good for You: 
All About Staying Healthy," 
has been updated with the 
help of the Partnership for 
a Healthier America and 
includes healthy foods and 
exercises.




For three years, English professor 
Walker Rutledge has led a study 
abroad program to Cuba. 
This year, he was joined by English 
department head Robert Hale, 
11 students and loosened travel 
restrictions.
 The Cuban embargo barred many 
Americans from the country, since 
1961.
However, college students remained 
an exception to the strict travel laws.
Since 2012, WKU has worked with a 
Cuban travel agency, located in Toronto, 
Canada, to make the program a reality.
The group stayed, primarily, at the 
Ambos Mundos hotel in Havana, 
the country’s capital. The itinerary 
included visits to Ernest Hemingway’s 
homestead, the National Museum of 
Fine Arts, a Cuban baseball game and 
a tobacco farm. 
For some, Cuba was not their fi rst 
international experience. 
Harlan senior Sarah Haywood 
studied at Harlaxton College in 
England. 
“I loved studying abroad before 
and wanted to do it again,” she said. 
“I think it opens your mind to other 
opportunities. I love history, as an 
English and history major, so it was 





In the midst of a 
vibrant national health-
conscious movement, 
the clamor for gluten-
free products has 
recently acquired 
strong momentum. 
Bowling Green is no 
exception, but until 
recently it lacked the 
resources to fully 
support this demand. 
Born out of a desire to 
fi ll this void, Wheatless 
makes a fairly strong case for a 
satisfying gluten-free restaurant. 
For those who are apprehensive 
about gluten-free bread (myself 
included), one bite of Wheatless’ bun 
on the Mushroom Swiss burger allayed 
any fears. The restaurant clearly knows 
what it is doing in this regard. The 
misleading biscuit-like appearance 
of the bun gave way to a texture more 
reminiscent of a crumbly focaccia 
bread, a pleasant discovery that 
actually enhanced the burger. 
Somewhat surprisingly, the weakest 
part of the burger was nestled between 




The WKU Music Department 
celebrated 20 years of a beloved 
concert series. 
For two decades, PRISM Concert 
sought to display the passions of 
collegiate musicians while providing 
the audience with a unique 
experience. The concert combines 
various performers at WKU into one 
showcase. 
The event in Van Meter Hall kicked 
off on Friday night at 8 to a packed 
house. The diverse crowd consisted 
of students and community 
members. 
The event was also open to the 
421 high school students from 
Kentucky, Tennessee and Southern 
Indiana who were attending the 
34th WKU Honors Band Clinic over 
the weekend. 
The concert compiled several 
ensembles within the department 
that included the Wind Ensemble, 
Symphony, WKU Chorale, Steel 
Drum Band, Redshirts, TrebleMakers 
and Jazz Ensemble. A total of 24 
ensembles and soloists performed 
wthroughout the night. 
New to the Bowling Green 
community, Candida Cutrer and 
her daughter, Corina, attended the 
WKU musicians participate in
concert’s 20th anniversary
Prism SCORE
Hardin Butts, senior and member of the men's chorus, waits backstage before the 
PRISM Concert at Van Meter Hall on Friday, Jan. 23. EMILY KASK/HERALD
SEE PRISM PAGE B2
LIFEWKUHERALD.COM
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SEE CUBA PAGE B2
WKU VIOLINS PERFORM 
DURING THE PRISM 
CONCERT AT VAN METER 




Wheatless, Bowling Green's newest "allergy-friendly" restaurant, features a grilled Mushroom Swiss 
burger served on a gluten-free bun from an exclusive bread recipe created by their executive chef. The 
burger comes with one side dish, such as the crispy and slightly caramelized onion petals with gluten-
free breading, as prepared on Sunday, Jan. 25. Wheatless, which has been open for two and a half 
months, serves a full menu with breakfast all day and is located in Buckhead Square on Campbell Lane. 





guide to the 
BG restaurant 
scene
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concert, due to Corina’s excitement 
upon hearing of the event at school. 
“She came home with the fl ier and 
said she really wanted to go tonight 
(Friday), so we made it here,” Cutrer 
said. 
The pair said they would also like to 
attend next year’s concert when the 
time came.
Kristen Robertson, a Greenville junior, 
came to support her boyfriend but was 
also excited to see all the different en-
sembles come together.
“I’m looking forward to seeing all 
the different groups in one concert 
because I don’t get the chance to go 
to everything, so it’s nice to be able to 
see most of it all at once,” Robertson 
said.  
Students performing in the con-
cert began preparing for the event 
back in August, according to Scott 
Harris, the head of the music de-
partment. 
“It is a great, eclectic showcase of ev-
erything we do,” Harris said. “One thing 
that is really unique is that we utilize 
the entire room. A number will be on 
stage, while some will be in the pit, and 
some will be in front of the curtain.” 
The showcase kept the audience 
engaged throughout the concert. 
There were even some musical jokes 
to help transition between perfor-
mances. During an interval, the au-
dience was asked, “What do you call 
a documentary about trombones? A 
slideshow!” 
The audience even remained 
physically involved. During the Pep 
Band’s “Cupid Shuffl e,” the perform-
ers ran down the aisle and played 
facing the middle section of the au-
ditorium. When the band fi nished 
the song, it immediately launched 
into a rendition of “Stand Up and 
Cheer,” which brought the audience 
to its feet. 
Clad in Hawaiian shirts, the Steel 
Drum Band jumped out of the orches-
tra pit and launched beach balls into 
the  crowd.
Georgetown junior Emily Keith 
performed during the concert with 
the WKU Chorale and the Treble-
Makers. 
“This was actually my fi rst time being 
in PRISM,” she said. “I watched it my 
freshman year, and it was so cool. Then 
being in it tonight kind of reminded me 
of how unique of an experience it is. It’s 
just so cool to see all these groups that 
you kind of forget because you’re so 
surrounded in your own music world, 
come together.” 
When the concert concluded, Van 
Meter emptied. People made their way 
out into the snow, laughing and hum-
ming as they went.
Proceeds from the two performances 
went toward funding department of 
music scholarships.




The students of the Cuban Literature and Culture course from WKU and faculty members, 
Walker Rutledge and Robert Hale, in front of the University of Havana with three Cuban 
students.  PHOTO SUBMITTED BY WALKER RUTLEDGE
Lawrenceburg senior Jessica 
Brumley, a Chinese Flagship program 
student, spent the last three summers 
in China.
 “I kind of underestimated the dif-
ferences just because I’d been abroad 
before,” she said. 
President Obama’s recent proposal 
to lift the Cuban embargo has the 
potential to create many changes 
for Cuba—especially in terms of its 
economy. However, according to 
Rutledge, the changes will not occur 
overnight. 
Brumley agreed.
“There is a lot of poverty in Cuba, 
and I also feel like they really have to 
come up with a plan,” she said. “There 
needs to be a lot of leadership involved 
in how this is going to impact the Cu-
ban economy, because they just don’t 
have the buildings or infrastructure for 
a huge infl ux of American tourists.”
The Cubans welcomed the group.
“The people said things like ‘We’re 
friends, we’re all friends, but it’s our 
governments that are not friends,’” 
Haywood said.
The day after the group returned 
to the U.S., newspaper headlines an-
nounced the impending travel nego-
tiations. 
“This is a very exciting time for WKU 




eliminated any food safety concerns, 
but it lacked juiciness or compelling 
fl avor. The tried-and-true combination 
of Swiss mushroom and beef was 
begging for a sauce to meld it all 
together. It was not a bad burger, but 
the dryness left it a little wanting.
Wheatless’ ‘onion rings’ were a bit of 
a misnomer. In reality, they much more 
closely resembled petals. Don’t let that 
discrepancy get in the way, though. 
These charred, slightly caramelized 
morsels supplied a salty crunch with 
an unexpectedly sweet depth of fl avor. 
They were good. 
With a rich, alfredo-esque sauce 
and a sharp, tangy aftertaste, the mac 
and cheese was a persuasive choice. 
It was easy to forget that the penne 
noodles were actually gluten-free. The 
same could be said with the pumpkin 
muffi ns, which were lathered with a 
sweet white icing and had a tender 
crumb. 
For those who are gluten intolerant 
or follow a gluten-free diet, Wheatless 
fi lls a much-needed vacancy. And even 
for those who do not fall under either 
category, it still merits attention. 
WHEATLESS
Continued from LIFE
Track and fi eld fi nds success at the Vanderbilt Invitational 
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BY ALEXUS RICHARDSON
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The WKU Track and Field 
program notched six perfor-
mances that rank among the 
top fi ve in WKU history as 
they competed in the Vander-
bilt Invitational on Saturday in 
Nashville.  
The men and women’s teams 
competed against three Con-
ference USA foes, two ACC op-
ponents and six Southeastern 
Conference programs.
“We have a young team,” 
Head Coach Erik Jenkins said. 
“It is about getting experience 
and preparing them for con-
ference and national competi-
tion.”
Sophomore jumper Ventavi-
us Sears established a person-
al indoor triple jump record 
of 49-feet-5.5 inches, putting 
himself at third place in the 
WKU record books. 
He later went on to fi nish 
third in the 200-meter dash 
with a clocking of 21.4 sec-
onds. 
Junior Ja’Karyus Redwine 
took third place in the 60-me-
ter dash with a 6.78 clocking. 
The mark ranks third in pro-
gram history, and second in 
the C-USA this season. 
“I think we have a balanced 
team,” Jenkins said. “We are 
very young. We are a team that 
can’t afford to be lazy and that 
is something I like.”
Raigo Toompuu, the new 
throws coach, a former Hill-
topper and 2012 Olympian, 
already has the throws team 
making an impact.  
Senior Travis Gerding re-
corded the longest weight 
throw in Conference USA this 
season at 59 feet (good for 
sixth place) while freshman 
Nick Demaline set a personal 
record in the shot put with 
a toss of 56-feet-8.75 inches 
(good for fourth place). 
Sophomore Carrol Hardy, 
who tied her own school re-
cord in the 60-meter dash at 
7.41 last weekend, clocked the 
second-fastest time in school 
history at 7.52 seconds. 
Senior pole vaulter Karleigh 
Parker cleared 13-feet-1.5 
inches for the fi fth time in her 
career, good enough to fi nish 
seventh overall in the com-
petition, but highest in the C-
USA this season. 
“We just want to continue 
to get better—we have a lot 
of things to work on,” Jenkins 
said. “It is about getting ex-
perience, staying healthy and 
staying humble.” 
Both the men and women’s 
teams will compete again next 
weekend in Bloomington, In-
diana for the Indiana relays. 
TRACK AND FIELD
slowly found composure, 
turning that starting fi gure 
from 21.4 percent into 40.7 
percent at halftime. 
WKU expanded its lead to 
16 points at 45-29 with just 
less than 13 minutes left in the 
game.  Though this cushion 
yielded no closure to the con-
test, and UTSA eventually tied 
the game at 60 with a pair of 
free throws.
With the score at 62-60 in 
UTSA’s favor, WKU freshman 
Tashia Brown hit a free throw 
with 51.8 seconds left to come 
within one, before Govan aced 
a pair of free throws with 7.8 
remaining to go, up 63-62.
UTSA drove the baseline and 
was fouled before getting to 
the basket with 3.0 left.
Elonu hit two free throws af-
ter replacing Mannasha Bell, a 
52 percent free throw shooter 
on the season, who was fouled 
with 3.0 seconds, due to injury.
WKU shot 45.7 percent on 
the contest, but made just 1-of-
7 fi eld goals to end the game.
“Every road game you’re go-
ing to have to come and fi ght 
and be ready to play,” junior 
Micah Jones said. “You don’t get 
every call, and I think it went 
both ways. It was a rough game.”
WKU returns home next 
week for a pair of games with 
Louisiana Tech and Southern 
Miss, starting with La. Tech on 
Thursday, Jan. 29 at 7 p.m.  CT.
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
Continued from sports
darn good doing it."
After starting the season 1-3, the Tops 
have won 13 of their last 15 games and 
defeated their fi rst ranked opponent 
under Harper, No. 25 Old Dominion.
"You went from the hunter to the 
hunted. Now, how are you going to 
handle the bull’s eye?" Harper said. 
"Each game you win it gets bigger. 
If you don’t think this was a huge 
game for UTSA – it was a huge game 
for them. They came out and gave 
us their best shot. As you leave our 
locker room, my message to our guys 
is ‘you have to understand that and 
you have to give them your very best 
shot.’”
WKU's 13th and 14th wins came last 
week against UTEP and UTSA. WKU 
overcame a seven point halftime defi -
cit to force overtime and defeat UTEP 
71-66 Thursday in front of the second 
biggest crowd at Diddle Arena this year. 
Former Hilltopper and current Mem-
phis Grizzlies guard Courtney Lee, 
WKU's all-time leading scorer, had his 
No. 32 jersey retired at halftime of the 
contest. 
“This is the coolest of the cool right 
here. It’s a true honor to be able to go 
up in E.A. Diddle,” Lee said before the 
game.  “Knowing the tradition here, it 
speaks volumes, and just to be back 
here and see all of my old teammates 
and some of the coaching staff, it’s a 
special moment for me.”
The Hilltoppers faced UTSA on Satur-
day and cruised to a 83-74 victory. 
"When you're picked seventh in 
the conference going in, we take it to 
heart," senior guard Trency Jackson 
said. "You want to prove them wrong."
Senior forward George Fant has led 
the Tops, especially in conference play, 
having notched eight-straight double 
doubles, and averaging 13.8 points and 
8.7 rebounds this season.
Fellow senior T.J. Price’s scoring aver-
age of 17.3 points per game would be 
the highest by a Hilltopper at the end of 
the season since Lee averaged 20.4 as a 
senior in 2007-08. 
Their next game will be Thursday, 
Jan. 29 at La. Tech, who currently ranks 







WKu's no. 1 source 
for campus news
Historic start for Tops in C-USA
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» Women's Basketball: Alexis Govan is one 
of 30 NCAA Division I athletes nominated for 
the Senior CLASS Award.  Read more online at 
WKUHERALD.com
Lady Toppers win streak snapped by UTSA
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM 
The WKU women’s basket-
ball team went on a two-game 
Texas road swing last week, 
winning its 14th straight game 
against UTEP 80-74, before 
having their impressive streak 
snapped with a 64-63 loss 
against UTSA on Saturday.
The team’s fi rst loss since 
Nov. 25 came at the hands of 
a free throw in the fi nal three 
seconds of the game. 
The Lady Toppers' (17-3, 
6-1) Thursday contest against 
UTEP saw the team convert 
on 30-of-36 attempts from the 
free-throw line and force the 
Miners to turn the ball over 24 
times. 
“We didn’t shoot the ball 
well,” Head Coach Michelle 
Clark-Heard said of her team 
against UTEP. “But we found 
different ways and different 
people stepped up. Again, I go 
back to how selfl ess this team 
is and how determined they 
are to win.”
WKU shot just 38.3 percent 
from the fi eld for the game, 
converting on 23-of-60 shots, 
but made all 10 of its free 
throw attempts in the fi nal 
minute to secure the win and 
remain (temporarily) unbeat-
en in conference play.
“We came out of the locker 
room in the second half, and 
we were really ready to play,” 
Clark-Heard said. “Defensive-
ly it started for us—we were 
able to get a couple steals and 
a couple baskets.  I think we 
sat back and guarded better 
the second half.”
The Lady Toppers could not 
carry the momentum of 14 
straight wins into Saturday’s 
contest against UTSA, which 
was a homecoming game for 
senior All-American candi-
date Alexis Govan. 
Despite the loss, Govan still 
performed well in her home-
town.  She led the Lady Top-
pers with 22 points on 8-of-13 
shooting in her hometown. 
WKU shot 3-of-14 from the 
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The WKU men’s basketball 
program is making historic 
strides in its fi rst season in the 
Conference USA. The Hilltop-
pers (14-5, 7-0 C-USA) are rid-
ing a nine-game win streak 
and are atop the Conference 
USA standings after a week-
end sweep of UTEP and UTSA.
WKU’s 7-0 conference start 
is its best since the 1969-70 
season, when the Hilltoppers 
went 14-0 in league play.
The Hilltoppers are showing 
their toughness after being 
picked to fi nish seventh in the 
preseason Conference USA 
standings.
"In the preseason, I had the 
opportunity to watch them 
every day, who you're seeing 
now is who they were— We’ve 
gotten back to who we were 
preseason," Head Coach Ray 
Harper said after defeating 
Old Dominion. "They love 
playing together, they play 
for each other and they don't 
care who scores and because 
of it, we're winning some bas-
ketball games and look pretty 
The men's basketball team gets amped up, prior to their home matchup against Conference USA opponent UTSA Saturday. The Hilltoppers defeated the Roadrunners 
83-74. PHOTOS BY LUKE FRANKE/HERALD
Senior guard Trency Jackson (3) penetrates the lane during the 
fi rst half of the Hilltoppers matchup against Conference USA op-
ponent UTSA. The Toppers would go on to win the game 83-74 
and remain undefeated in conference play. 
Courtney Lee holds back tears before being called out to the court 
during the Hilltoppers matchup against UTEP on Jan. 22. 
un-Topp-Able
SEE MEN'S BASKETBALL 
PAGE B3
